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Preussisches Stadtrecht. Die Verfassung und Verwaltung der 
Preussischen Stadte, systematisch dargestellt von Dr. Eugen Leidig. 
Berlin, Siemenroth und Worms 1891. — xiv, 552 pp. 

This little work on the Prussian law of municipal corporations can 
hardly fail to arouse envy in the student of the American law on that 
subject. The simplicity resulting from the embodiment of most of the 
law in statutes, the existence of general laws incorporating municipal- 
ities and fixing the powers of municipal authorities, the entire absence 
of anything like constitutional limitations, which are practically un- 
known to the German system — all make it a comparatively easy matter 
to present a complete sketch of the law in a small compass. Moreover, 
the study of administrative law is much more general and more thorough 
in Germany than in America, and greater influence on the development 
of the law is exerted by commentators. The result is a more systematic 
arrangement of the material than is to be found in most American 
text-books, with additions of a historical character which make books 
like the one before us, though intended primarily for officials and 
practising lawyers, of great interest to the reader whose studies are not 
of an absolutely technical character. The historical introduction to the 
present work consists of about thirty pages. While probably adding 
nothing to what is known on the subject, it is still so clear and succinct 
as not only to explain satisfactorily certain peculiar provisions contained 
in the present Municipal Corporations Acts, but also to offer to one not 
in search of information on points of detail an admirable sketch of the 
origin and development of municipal institutions in Germany, and of 
the methods by which practically sovereign communities have been 
reduced to the position of merely subordinate, though still important, 
administrative instrumentalities. 

The arrangement of the main body of the book, i.e. the portion 
dealing with the law, may be studied with profit by those who do not 
intend to pursue very far the study of foreign law. The territorial 
and personal basis (i.e. citizenship and membership) of the city is first 
taken up. This is followed by a description of municipal organiza- 
tion, and finally by a discussion of the actual work performed by the 
city. In this connection its private legal relations are first disposed of, 
and finally attention is directed to its public legal relations. As is only 
natural in a country where the influence of the feudal system is still 
seen in the independent sphere of action recognized by law as belong- 
ing to municipal corporations, the function of such bodies as organiza- 
tions for the satisfaction of local needs is carefully distinguished from 
that discharged by them as agents of the central government. Further, 
the tax system is treated with great fulness, and many economists will 
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find interest in the description of the system, such as it is, of assess- 
ments for local improvements. 

Finally, it should be added that while the book treats primarily of 
Prussian law, in more than one instance the author wanders farther 
afield and includes within his observation the law of Germany in gen- 
eral. Here, however, the treatment is not so full and the citations, 
which are very numerous in the purely Prussian portion of the work, 
fail almost entirely. 

F. J. G. 

V Europe et la Revolution Frangaise. Par Albert Sorel. 
Premiere Partie, Les Mceurs Politiques et les Traditions ; Deuxieme 
Partie, La Chute de la Royaute ; Troisieme Partie, La Guerre aux 
Rois, 1 792-1 793. Paris, Librairie Plon, 1887, 1889, 1891. — 562, 
574, 556 PP- 

The time has come when the great democratic upheaval of the last 
century can be studied in a truly scientific spirit. So long as democracy 
was by one party admired as altogether good, and by all others con- 
demned as wholly bad, this was impossible. But now that the critical 
period has been reached, it is no longer necessary that writers should 
assume either the attitude of Burke or that of Thiers. A tone of impar- 
tial criticism, rather than one of apology or of undiscriminating censure, 
is now demanded. The great works of von Sybel and Taine have met 
this requirement with a high degree of success. A half-century ago de 
Tocqueville pointed out the way through which to reach conclusions of 
truly scientific value in this field. M. Sorel evidently recognizes him as 
a master and, guided by his spirit, reaches equally gratifying results. 
Unlike Taine, M. Sorel has treated the revolution from the standpoint 
of diplomatic relations, and has perhaps shown greater sympathy with 
the movement as a whole. His work is the French counterpart of von 
Sybel's great history. The German has drawn more largely from the 
archives and original documents ; the Frenchman has introduced into 
his volumes more material derived from the memoirs and general politi- 
cal literature of the period. By using the two works together it becomes 
possible to see how the same events look when viewed from opposite 
banks of the Rhine. 

To M. Sorel the revolution was the natural outgrowth of the previous 
history of Europe. Therefore he reaches his point of view by a 
detailed study in the first volume of the ideas and policy prevailing 
under the old regime. He finds that during that period Europe was 
destitute of ideals. Political expediency was the principle of action ; 
intrigue and force were the means. The objects deemed most ex- 



